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SOVIET-TERROR TIES
- GALLED OUTDATED
1.8, Inteligence Offcals Say
- Haig:Based Accusation on -
Dec\adngld_»In-formatipn'

1

A 7 .. |\ lished training and support centers in
s Byl{iﬁ%ﬁf LB . . |l the Soviet Union and in other countries
" WASHINGTON, Oct. 17— Early Rea- || 107 Libyans, Iragis, North Koreans, An-

gan Administration charges that the
“Soviet Unicn was directly helping ter--
rorists were essentially based on infor.
mation provided a decade ago by a
=Czechoslavak: defector, “according to
iseniorintelligenceofficials. - - <.
. &% “What we are hearing is this 10-year-
*old testimony coming back tous through
“West European intelligence and some of
‘ourown C.1.A. people,” one official said. -
.“Thereis no substantial new evidence.”
.7 'The delector, Maj. Gen. Jan Sejna,
I was said to have been closely associated
'with Antonin Novotny, the Stalinist
:party leader of Czechoslovakia. The
‘ general fled to the United States ir early
11568 after Mr. Novotny had been re-
‘ placed by Alexander Dubcek, the leader
* of the short-lived liberalization period,
“ which was ended by the Soviet-led mili-'
; tary intervention in August 1968. - —
7 In 1972, the Central 'Intelligence
+"Agency dispatched General Sejna to
-'Western Eurcpe to share his informa-
: tion on a number of subjects with intelli-
“gence agenciesthere, asisoftendone. .

:%.,  SejnaReported Direct Link
" ‘General Sejna was said to have told
‘Western intelligence agencies at the

time that the Russians had trained ter- |

like the Baader-Meinhof
the Red Bri-

_orist
g of West Germany and
.gadesof Italy. s VRO
American intelligence officialssaid
- | there was little evidence to back up his
assertion of direct Soviet involvement in
" international terrorism, though there is
evidenceof indirectlinks, - - .. -
"~ Last J - of * State

K

; anuary, Secretary

-Alexander M. ‘Haig Jr. said that the,
_Soviet Union, as part of a *“‘conscious
policy,” was “training, funding and
equipping"’ international terrorists.

e

" [ should not be necessary

18 October 1981

' :i General Under C.1.A. Protection
"“.General Sejna, who remains under
C.L.A. protection, could not be immedi-
ately reached for comment. In response
to an inquiry, a C.I'A. press officer said
any questions to him would have to be
relayed by letter.. o
After Secretary Haig's initial re-
marks, the C.1.A. prepared a study that
the Director of Central Intelligence, Wil-
liam J. Casey, rejected as inadequate.
He ordered other studies that, officials
said, also did not satisfy his conviction
:about direct Soviet responsibility.
- As described by officials, the judg-
‘ment of theintelligence agencies is this:
.In the early 1960’s, the Kremlin estab-

- golans, members of the Palestine Liber-
~ation Organization and others. :
:». The purpose was to help these groups
-with guerrilla techniques and weapons
{ for the early stages of what the Soviet
. Union calls,““wars:of national libera-
ton.” T . Bricutosn o S
% But later some of these centers were
“used by the Libyans, the P.L.O. and.
‘others 1o train terrorist groups like the
Baader-Meinkof gang, the Red Bri--
gadesand theJapanese Red Army. .. .-
- ¢ -4 NoDirectLinkto Soviet Seen - . |
~"The Soviet Union :almost certainly
. knew of these subsequent activities, and’
there is no evidence of Soviet efforts to

_dence to show that the Soviet Union was
} in any way directing terrorist actions. -

- Some intelligence experts say “it
_ to draw pic--
tures,’’ as one put it, to establish Soviet
. responsibility and Soviet benefit from
the activities. Others say that the Soviet
Union created the centers for one pur-
pose — support of national Iiberation
movements. — and’ that the centers
turned into Frankenstein monsters that
could not be controlled.

There .is also intelligence evidence
-that the Sgviet leaders themselves have
‘talked' about the uncontrollability of
these groups, and have referred to the
‘terroristsas “‘adventurists.” - o
| Inaninterview, William E. Colby, the
| former Director of Central Intelligence, |
summed up what many other intelli-
gence experts said: “Given the fact that
the Soviets set these centers in motion,
they are not without responsibility, and
there is no evidence of their urging re-
straintontheterrorists.” . -. . .-

Intelligence officials react with sensi-

President Reagan said at the time'
" that the Administration would give the.
" combating of international terrorism
high priority in foreign affairs.-." . .2
' Officials said the State Department’s-
~own Bureau of Intelligence and.Re.

P

* search later told Mr. Haig on several oc-;

: casions that there was no bard evidence:
" to back up his assertions, and that he
" was basically repeating'the stories of
_theCzechoslavakdefector,. 54 5.0
'/ The officials said it sometimes. hap--

"through . the intelligence network:and
{{American military attachés ¢
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tivity to the subject of Soviet complicity
/in terrorist activities: Some feel that re-
cent statements, including some by Ad-
ministration officials, are really accus-
ing the intelligence agencies of covering
‘up links between Moscow and terrorists.
Officials said the feelings on the mat-
er ran so high that the first and unsolic- -
ited C.1.A. report after Mr. Haig’s state-

“block them. But there is also little evi- |
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Crease w1y ML AIIETICAD embassies,
-contingency planning, and efforts to-}
gain international cooperation on ter-
mﬁsm, T “l;!, LI SR N . C-

ents was, in fact, written as a rebuttal.
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